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On June 17, President Violeta Chamorro announced the lifting of a state of emergency under which
some constitutional guarantees had been suspended in parts of northern and central Nicaragua. The
emergency decree was imposed one month ago (see NotiSur, 05/21/93) as part of a wide-ranging
government plan to confront groups of rearmed former rebels (recontras) and discharged army
troops (recompas). Under the plan, the estimated 1,200 rebels were to have 30 days to gather in
specially-designated security enclaves where they would be offered a series of guarantees and
incentives in exchange for disarming. The government says that to date, about 200 rebels have
already turned over their weapons, and another 500 are currently in the enclaves where they intend
to disarm. In early June, the government announced plans to push for approval of an amnesty bill in
the legislature, a measure which would serve as an additional incentive for rebel disarmament. That
proposal, however, came under intense opposition from diverse political sectors. In her address on
June 17, Chamorro also announced that the government had decided to drop the amnesty proposal.
(Sources: Agence France-Presse, Agencia Centroamericana de Noticias-Spanish news service EFE,
06/17/93)
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